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it is certain that no nationality in Russia has yielded such a
large percentage of extreme radicals as the Jewish. Nearly
the entire Jewish intellectual class, including graduates of
the institutions of higher learning, joined the 'Tarty of the
People's Freedom" (the Constitutional Democrats), which
promised them equal rights, This political party owes much
of its influence to the Jews, who lent it both intellectual and
financial support.
I repeatedly warned the Jewish leaders, both in Russia
and abroad, that they had entered upon a hazardous road
and were likely to add to the acuteness of the Jewish prob-
lem in Russia. I told them that they must show an example
of loyalty to the existing regime, and to seek to better their
condition by appealing to the Czar's Government. I advised
them, instead of dreaming of revolutionary freedom, to
adopt the motto: "The only thing we beg is not to be dis-
criminated against." But I pleaded in vain. Blinded by
revolutionary ardour and deluded by the Cadet leaders,
they disregarded my well-intentioned counsel.
Indeed, how could they heed the voice of prudence and
loyalty to the Czar at the moment when, as they thought,
they stood on the threshold of the triumph of the revolution,
which meant also the triumph of the principle of equal rights
for the Jews!
The outcome was a strong reaction. Many people who
formerly either sympathized with the Jews or were indiff-
erent to them, turned pronounced Jew-haters. Russian
Jews never had as many enemies as they have now, nor was
the outlook for the Jews ever more sombre than it is at the
present. Such a state of affairs is highly unfavourable to
the pacification of the country. It is my profound convic-
tion that as long as the Jewish problem is handled in an
unstatesmanlike, vindictive and non-humanitarian fashion,
Russia will remain in a state of unrest and upheaval. On
the other hand, I fear that the immediate granting of fall